What factors contributed to the Golden Age of Athens (Age of Pericles) in the 5th Century BC?  

GOLDEN AGE: period of peace and prosperity in the arts, sciences, mathematics, and architecture.

ARCHITECTURE:
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The Parthenon was built during the rule of Pericles. It was built to honor the goddess Athena and to celebrate the end of war with Persia.  The Parthenon was constructed out of marble and its most distinct feature is the use of columns.

Why is Greek architecture a major contribution to society today? Give an example.
DRAMA: 
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The Athenians developed two types of plays, comedies and tragedies. Athenians plays were staged in outdoor theatres called amphitheatres made out of marble.

In what ways does this theatre resemble modern theatres you see today? Explain 
SCULPTURE:
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In sculptures, Greeks viewed men very realistically with natural postures. They captured bodies in movement and attempted to show emotions in their sculptures. They wanted to show athletically, built men and women. Most of the sculptures were made out of marble. 







What are the key features of Greek sculpture?
How have Greek sculptures contributed to more modern art? Give an example.

MEDICINE AND SCIENCE:

· Thales was a great Greek astronomer and scientist, created the first two steps of the scientific method- collecting information and forming a hypothesis-educated guess.  

· Pythagoras made many achievements in geometry, specifically the Pythagorean Theorem.  (a² + b² = c²) 
· Hippocrates is known as the “Father of Medicine” and created the Hippocratic Oath that all doctors must take before becoming practicing doctors. 
· “I will give treatment to help the sick to the best of my ability and judgment… I will not give legal drugs to anyone if I am asked…nor will I give a women means to procure an abortion…Whatever I see or hear which should not be spoken to any person outside, I will never divulge…” – Hippocratic Oath
Why are Greek achievements in math and science a major contribution to society today?

WRITERS OF HISTORY:

Herodotus is considered the “Father of History” for writing history based on the information he collected from eyewitnesses.

Thucydides is considered the 1st scientific historian trying to avoid bias in his writings. 

Homer wrote epic poems such as the Iliad and the Odyssey that inspired many later writers.
How have these writers contributed to society today?

GREEK PHILOSOPHERS –“LOVERS OF WISDOM”

Greek thinkers used observation and reason to understand why things happened. 
Socrates – 

· developed the “Socratic method”

· learning about beliefs and ideas by asking questions
· Government put him to death
Who still uses the Socratic Method today? Give examples.
Plato – 

· Believed in objective truth that could only be found after a long search
Aristotle - 
· Believed in using one’s senses to discover the laws that govern the physical world
· First to classify plants and animals

· Added the third step of the scientific method – testing the hypothesis to see if it was correct 

Why are these philosophers’ ideas still considered important today?
